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shu chao [EAFHMETY by Huihui Zl#. The discussion of Samkhya in Scroll
III stands, however, in sharp contrast to mere exegetical references. Here one
can clearly see that Doki attempts a presentation of the whole philosophical
system rather than of a few disparate notions. Actually, Dokt extracted this
part from his commentary on the Abhidharmakosabhasya and published it as an
independent work entitled Notes Concerning the Twenty-five Principles of
Samkhya EGn T FLFHRE Suron nijigo lai ki).

Starting with the middle of the Edo period, ie. 18" century, Japan
actually witnesses the birth and development of an exegetical tradition on
Paramartha’s 1B translation of the *Suvarpasaptati 4t -+ 7, tradition
which was to continue for nearly 200 years. Prior to this epoch no similar
attempts are known to have existed. This may appear to us as a rather sudden
and unexpected phenomenon, but seen in the context of its age, the movement
had its causes. This period of peace, stability and growing prosperity allowed
many brilliant scholar-monks to concentrate their efforts on deepening their
understanding of all aspects of Buddhism, which also led to the necessity of
conducting researching into non-Buddhist works.

Nonetheless, the idea of studying and writing about heretical philosophic-
al systems, historically hostile to Buddhism, must have aroused more or less
resistance from the more traditional minds. What was the driving force and
scholarly need of this new movement which presumably was strong enough to
brush aside all opposition ? In the present paper, I discuss the exposition of
Samkhya as found in Scroll III of the Kusha ron koki koshii and the Suron nijigo
tai ki by Dok, which may well represent the inception of this new movement. I
hope that my examination of Dokd's criticism of Xuanzang's % #%
understanding of Samkhya will shed light upon the origins of the scholarly

necessity which lay behind the new exegetical movement.



Summary

On the Notes Concerning the Twenty-five
Principles of Samkhya ¥5wm .1 A FHaC:
A Japanese Commentary of the Edo Period
and the Beginnings of a New Exegetical Movement

Kaori Okitsu
Ever since its transmission to Japan, the Abhidharmakosabhasya {455
has been keenly studied by scholar-monks of all Buddhist schools. This has
given birth to a long and vast tradition of outstanding commentaries. As the
Abhidharmakosabhasya refers to or implies knowledge concerning concepts
peculiar to non-Buddhist philosophical schools of Ancient India, amongst
which Samkhya stands prominent, it is quite natural that the Japanese
exegetes would also occasionally touch upon such ideas. Before the middle of
the Edo period, however, no independent work dedicated to the presentation of
the Samkhya philosophy alone appears to have been produced. It seems that
the first systematic treatment of this school is found in the Kusha ron koki
koshi {B4 5 GE0 A E written by Doka 822 (1686-1751). The text actually
represents a 14-scroll T PU% sub-commentary to Puguang’s % Jushe lun ji
{H4=5HEC. Tt covers only the first part of the Abhidharmakosabhasya dealing
with the Chapter on Elements Jtfh, Chapter on Faculties #2/H, Chapter on the
Universe [ i, and the Chapter on Karma 4.
Doki mentions Samkhya in Scroll III (ad Chapter on Faculties), in Scroll
VII (ibid.), and in Scroll XIII (ad Chapter on Karma). In Scrolls VII and XIII,
Doki’s treatment of the subject does not go beyond a typically exegetical
approach: he briefly touches upon some Samkhya concepts, and he does it
mainly by relying on the explanations offered by such Chinese commentaries

as the Jushe lun song shu {BAFHGE by Yuanhui [EIIf and the Jushe lun song

i
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