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Summary

Shunjo’s &4 Journey and Studies
in Southern Song China

Dingyuan

Two countries separated only by ‘a narrow strip of water’, China and
Japan have a long history of friendly exchanges. Throughout this history,
Buddhist monks played a major role in bridging the cultural and religious
flow between the two nations. Already in the Nara %% B Period, many
Japanese Buddhist monks braved the dangers of the sea and traveled to
Tang China to seek the Dharma. In the Kamakura ##& Period, as envoys
between these two nations became more frequent, an increasing number of
monks traveled to Song China. We find among these Dharma-seekers such
famous names as Eisai 4574, Dogen 187G, Enni [E#, etc. Their journeys and
studies in China have been subject to considerable academic investigation,
but little is known of Shunjo #1% (1166-1227), another important figure in
this period.

Shunjo arrived in China in the fifth year of the Qingyuan Period (1199)
staying there for about twelve years. This is much longer than the periods
spent by Eisai, Dogen, or Enni. So far, however, Shunjo’s life in China has
been little studied in spite of the large number of relevant materials. This
paper hopes to redress this lacuna and examine Shunjo journey, studies
with eminent Chinese monks, and exchanges with contemporary literati.
This will help us gain a better understanding of his activities in China as

well as the history of the cultural exchanges between the two countries.
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