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Summary 
On Northern Song Foguo Chan Master 

Weibai’s Five Kinds of Gratitude 
YanHong ZONG 

This paper will attempt to elucidate the thought of Five Gratitudes of 
Foguo Weibai  (mid-11th c. - early 12th c.), based on the 
“description of five benefits and five [kinds of] repaying” 
found at the end of Vol. 8 of the 

. After an overview of the development of the thought in 
ancient China, the paper will identify the characteristics and influence of 
the idea of the Five Gratitudes of Weibai. Generally, the idea of repaying 
indebtedness in Chinese Buddhism is based on four kinds of gratitude . 
However, through the analysis of the “Five [kinds of] repaying” , it 
can be seen that Wei Bai's philosophy builds upon the traditional "Four 
Gratitudes" by adding new elements, establishing a "Five Gratitudes" 
philosophy that includes King , External Protectors , Parents , 
Teacher , and Benefactors . Moreover, through the analysis of the 
development of the thought of repaying indebtedness in Chinese Buddhism, 
it can be concluded that emphasizing the gratitude of the king  
and making the gratitude of the External Protector independent as 
the object are the characteristics of Weibai's Five [kinds of] Gratitude

. 
 

 Foguo Chan Master Weibai; ; Thought of Repaying 
Indebtedness; The Five Gratitudes; . 
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