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Characteristics and Directions of the Catalogue of Ryiilkoku Gakko Naiten Genzon
Mokuroku BEAAR NI H %, edited by Chido %'

Hisako Mannami

The five-volume “Rytikoku Gakko Naiten Genzon Mokuroku #8452 % PN 3 45 H §%7
(Surviving Catalogue of the Ryukoku University School Library, billing code 000.
1/63/5) is not only one of the largest Buddhist book catalogs of the early modern period, it
is also a very unique one. It was compiled by the learned monk Chido (£ : 1736-1805).

The unique arrangement of the books in the Ryukoku Gakkai School Catalogue of
Existing Buddhist Scriptures is that they are arranged in line with Shinran’s work Gubakusyo
BF#. It should be noted, however, that the focus is on Pure Land Buddhism, but not on
Shin Buddhism. In addition, the compilation of such a large catalog, which represents a
single Buddhist system, was made possible by Chido’s knowledge of the Tripitaka of
Jiaxing %% #jsk, which was housed at the school, and his incorporation of it into the catalog.

In fact, this arrangement of books was not the idea of Chidd alone. Originally,
school libraries had a collection of Buddhist books centered on Pure Land Buddhism.
Chidd took this arrangement of the school library, in other words, the academic foundation
of the school, and developed it further.

The “Catalogue of Existing Buddhist Scriptures in the Ryugaku School” is a
proposal for a new Buddhist system, almost a presentation of scholarly results. It does not
emphasize the importance of authority. This was unique for the Nishi Honganji Order,
which was aiming for centralization at the time.

Although the same book was hidden after the Sangou Wakuran =3£%iil, there are
later writings on it, from which it was found to have been frequently used in the school. It is
said that this book was a very useful catalog for the school, which often used the Tripitaka.
This indicates a part of the way of learning at that time. However, after the Meiji period
(1868-1912), along with changes in the distribution of books in school libraries, Chido’s
achievements were forgotten.

Due to the Sangou Wakuran, Chido’s reputation is not necessarily high today.
However, “Characteristics and Directions of the Catalogue of Ryilikoku Gakko Naiten
Genzon Mokuroku” is a good example of the characteristics of early modern Buddhism,
which conducted research in a bibliographical manner. Chido respected the scholarship of
the school and sought to develop it. In this catalog, the culture of Buddhist texts in the early

modern period is well represented, and at the same time, we can see his academic sincerity.
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