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About the Glosses of the“Fahua lun” housed at Shinpukuji- Temple

Nakano Naoki

The early Kamakura period manuscript of the “Fahua lun” housed at Shinpukuji-
Temple is notable not only for its Buddhist content but also for its punctuation marks,
including Okoto-ten and Kana-ten which indicate how the text was read at that time and
are of interest from a linguistic perspective. While this manuscript has been previously
introduced in prior studies as a kanji punctuation source (Kitanoin-ten) from the mid-
Heian period, this paper aims to delve more specifically into the punctuation rules.

This study focuses on the phenomenon that has been pointed out regarding the
presence of archaic readings in the punctuation rules, and it examines the time period
reflected in the punctuation marks of this manuscript, including the descriptions in the
colophon. The analysis will explore to what extent the punctuation marks of the “Fahua
lun” retain old reading formats, as well as how this manuscript can be positioned as a
linguistic resource. Additionally, it will touch upon the continuity of punctuation marks.

Furthermore, it aims to consider the reading style of that time inferred from the
punctuation marks of this manuscript. When utilizing punctuation materials as linguistic
resources, primary annotated materials without transpositions or editorial changes, in
other words, materials with initial annotations and clear information in the colophon about
the annotators and the time of annotation, are easier to handle as linguistic resources (if
there are transpositions or editorial changes, it necessitates consideration of rearrange-
ments and omissions, and without a colophon, questions arise about the originator and the
time of annotation). However, even if there were transpositions or editorial changes,
instead of diminishing the linguistic value of the materials, this study proposes that they
should be evaluated as representations of the reading and reception of that time, including
such transmission.

There have been doubts about the conventional view that punctuation marks became
more fixed and standardized with strong continuity after the 12th century, and even in this
early Kamakura period manuscript, the punctuation marks might not have been fixed and
could still have been fluid. This study will reexamine the aforementioned manuscript from

a new perspective that differs from the conventional view.
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