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Annotation of the Buddhacharita in the Xuanying’s Yigiejingyinyi, Vol. 20

LI Naiqi

The Buddhacharita is widely recognized for its literary value and religious significance as
a poetic text praising the merits and virtuous deeds of the Buddha. This paper focuses on
the annotations of the Buddhacharita in the 20th volume of the Yigiejingyinyi by
Xuanying, with the aim of elucidating the background of the expressions and phrases used
in the Buddhist texts.

The “Yigiejingyinyi” played the role of a dictionary, explaining difficult words and phrases
appearing in Buddhist scriptures through annotations, and contributed greatly to the
understanding and spread of Buddhism. The words and phrases treated in the
Yigiejingyinyi reflect the cultural background and tradition of Buddhist literature of the
time, and aim to deepen Buddhist thought through the interpretation of the Yigiejingyinyi.
In this paper, through the interpretation of the Yigiejingyinyi, the sutra readings, and the
translations and commentaries, I will revisit the Buddhacharita from relevant linguistic

and cultural perspectives.
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