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Summary

Bibliographical Introduction and Transcription
of “Miaofa lianhua jing youpotishe WhikiEIE
TRABEEEE 2 in the Nanatsu-dera =5
Manuscripts

ASANO Manabu

This paper forms part of the author’s ongoing philological study of the
Miaofa Lianhua Jing Youpotishe, hereafter referred to as the Fahua Lun £
5, through the examination of ancient Japanese manuscript sutras. The
study centers on newly discovered manuscripts of the Fahua Lun housed in
the Nanatsudera Issaikyo Collection = —HI#%, presenting both an
annotated introduction and a complete transcription.

In December 2021, the author participated in a field survey of the
Nanatsudera Issaikyo Collection, conducted in Osu KZH, Naka Ward,
Nagoya City 4 7EMHTH X, by the Research Institute for Old Japanese
Manuscripts of Buddhist Scriptures H A&y B #RAFSEFT. During this
survey, two old Japanese manuscripts of the Fahua Lun, preserved at

Toenzan Nanatsudera fi &l |LI-£5F, were examined:

1. Single-Volume Manuscript: This manuscript, a translation of the
Miaofa Lianhua Jing Youpotishe by Bodhiruci 3% #E 8 X<, is
well-preserved.

2. Two-Volume Manuscript: Also a Bodhiruci translation, this
manuscript has minor damage to the opening section, but the

majority of the text remains intact and legible.

In the introductory section, the fundamental details about these two
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manuscripts are presented. It confirms that the single-volume manuscript
belongs to the lineage of the “older form of Bodhiruci’s translation.” In
contrast, the two-volume manuscript aligns with textual traditions shared
by the Shogozo edition B2FEEA, the Kongdji Issaikyo edition 4flll<F—
EI#&K, and the Fangshan Yunjusi Stone Canon edition 5 1LIZE & FA %
ZS

A textual comparison of various Fahua Lun manuscripts reveals that the
text of the single-volume Nanatsudera manuscript closely resembles the
version cited in Engu’s F5A Miaofa Lianhua Jing Lun Shichii {5585
#&Gm1-1E. These texts retain archetypal characteristics that are absent in
the Eizan edition Z{/LIf. Furthermore, the single-volume Nanatsudera
manuscript corresponds to the Fahua Lun text quoted by Huizhao i3,
the second patriarch of the Chinese Faxiang school 7:#H5%. This finding
establishes that texts like the single-volume Nanatsudera manuscript, which
are not preserved among the Dunhuang manuscripts B 5 A, circulated
as early as the early Tang dynasty.

In the transcription section, the single-volume Miaofa Lianhua Jing
Youpotishe from the Nanatsudera collection is presented as the base text.
The Eizan edition was used for collation, with all textual variants carefully

noted.
Keywords: Nanatsudera Issai-kyo; Hokkeron; Bodhiruci
Ph.D.,
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