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Summary

The Theory of Defilements in the
Northern and Southern Dynasties Chinese Buddhism:
Focusing on Several Commentaries on the

Srimaladevisimhanadasutra

YANG Yufel

The Srimaladevisimhanadasitra Wi 7ML — T K HE TS (hereaf-
ter, SMS) is one of the earliest tathdgatagarbha scriptures. The exegetical
literature dedicated to the text helps elucidate some important concepts
concerning not only the tathagatagarbha doctrine but also its specific
theory of defilements. In this paper, I discuss the peculiar interpretations of
defilements in six Chinese commentaries composed during the Northern
and Southern Dynasties, focusing especially on relationship between the
vasabhumi and the jatimarana.

Section 1 is an introduction to the theory of defilements in the SMS.
Section 2 surveys the six commentaries on the SMS written during the
Northern and Southern Dynasties. Section 3 deals in detail with the theory
of defilements by examining the concepts of vasabhimi and jatimarana.

The comparative analysis of these six commentaries on the SMS sheds
light not only on the theory of defilements in the sztra but also on the
doctrinal developments brought by the Chinese exegetes of the Northern

and Southern Dynasties.
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