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The comparative study of Guang-hong-ming-ji between the old Japanese edition and the

existent woodblock editions
Mayuko Kawakami

Guang-hong-ming-ji was edited by Dao Xuan for the purpose of the protection of
the Buddhist creed. It contains a number of significant historical records, including the
project of building a reliquary tower during the Sui dynasty. Although its several editions
do not reveal much difference, there are many cases of slight character changes between
the woodblock editions, and the choice of particular characters leads to the differently
interpreted sentences.

This article examines the old Japanese edition (the Old Edition) of Guang-hong-
ming-ji, transcribed by hand in various parts of Japan during the Heian and the Kamakura
eras. Given the possibility that the Old Edition modeled after the Tang text that had
arrived in Japan during the Nara period, the edition can be considered more faithful to the
Tang original than the others.

In an effort to determine whether the original of the Old Edition was one of
woodblock editions or the text from Tang China, this article compares the Old Edition
with woodblock editions focused on the relatively well-preserved volumes of 7, 17, and
30. The result are as follows: a)all three volumes in the Old Editions show differences
from all the existent woodblock editions, b)the Old Edition consistently uses the same
characters where it deviates from the woodblock editions, and ¢) Guang-hong-ming-ji, on
several occasions, avoids writing the Tang emperors’names as they were by leaving the
names incomplete or substituting a certain character, such as ¥ for g or A for K.

The emperors’names called for a more extensive research, and the examination of
how the Tang emperors’names are represented in all the thirty volumes of Guang-hong-
ming-ji reveals further instances of incomplete names or character substitutions of Jg, i, I,
, and . It can be concluded that the original of the Old Edition came from the Tang era
when the emperor must have been obliquely referred to, excluding the possibility that it was
from the Song period that approached the naming taboo of the Tang emperors differently.

These findings shed a new light on the “FgEIZEFIHER section in Volume 17,
which should now be interpreted in accordance with the Old Edition. Two insights
follow: a)the stronger emphasis was put on the presence of a mountain in deciding the
location of the reliquary tower construction, but b) the Sui military campaigns in various

regions were given priority over the tower project.
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