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Summary

The Characteristics of the Tiwer Poli jing
Reconsidered

Yu Shinden

The Tiwei Poli jing $&538 1% F#€ is an apocryphal scripture compiled by
Tanjin 3% around the middle of the fifth century. Being regarded as an
apocryphal scripture, it was not included in the traditional editions of the
Chinese Canon. For a long time, the text was actually considered to have
been lost. In 1941, Tsukamoto Zenryu concluded on the basis of few
surviving fragments that the Tiwe: Poli jing was a syncretic work of
Buddhism and Chinese folk religion written in order to fill the gap left by
Emperor Taiwudi's suppression of Buddhism as well as to educate the
masses. Later research conducted by Makita Tairydo and Nishiwaki
Tsuneki led to the identification of more manuscript fragments from
Dunhuang and Turpan.

This made possible to reconsider the validity of Tsukamoto’s theory.
Subsequent studies have, however, focused mainly on aspects linked to the
traditional Chinese thought, ignoring the basic purport and characteristics
of the Tiwei Poli jing in the context of Chinese Buddhism.

The characteristics of an apocryphal scripture appear in its unique
contribution, in other words, the original additions and/or changes it brings
to the orthodox corpus of Buddhist teachings. The newly found manu-
scripts of the Tiwei Poli jing allow us to reconsider such characteristics as
well as Tanjin's purpose of compiling this text. And this should done by
paying attention not so much to the aspects linked to the traditional
Chinese thought but rather to the differences between the Tiwe: Poli jing

and the orthodox Buddhist corpus. My research leads me to conclude that



the unique characteristics of this text can be found in the (1) description of
Trapusa and Bhallika (the main characters of the scripture); and (2) the

order of the five precepts

Postgraduate Student,
International College

for Postgraduate Buddhist Studies
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