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Naito Konan research on Dunhuang documents (Buddhist scriptures and Buddhism-

related documents)in the British Museum
Yukiko Gen

Naito Konan left Japan in July 1924 for the purpose of investigating Dunhuang
documents in Britain and France. This paper will focus on the research in the British
Museum and clarify the actual situation of research on Dunhuang documents (Buddhist
scriptures and Buddhism-related documents) through research notebooks. There are four
notebooks in all that recorded Stein documents. The total number of documents recorded
in the notebooks is 136, and Buddhism-related documents is 33 of them. These 33
documents include Commentary on the Srimaladevisimhanada-siitra (S. 524 W% &5,
Records concerning the sacred treasury of the Law (Dharmaratna)under successive
dynasties, or views different from the preceding work on the history of the Dhyana
School in China(S. 516 4tk i), The Mahaparinirvana-siitra (S. 81 KM H4E) with
colophon dated the fifth year of Tianjian (506 A. D.)etc.
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