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An Inquiry into Buddhist Teaching #if){h{%$% by Enni M H : His Ten Questions and
Poems by Master Shoun #25 KFil

Tamami Furuse

A document titled An Inquiry into Buddhist Teaching (IBT) stored in Koshoji #%
5 in Kyoto has recently been made available to the public for the first time. It was
already known that Enni, the founder of Koshoji, had compiled some questions about Zen
Buddhism and showed /BT to a Korean monk, Master Shoun who had come to Japan in
order to negotiate the return of Korean hostages captured during the wars between Japan
and Korea in the late 17th century.

IBT is composed of 10 questions about the basic thought of Linji &# Zen school,
each of which includs the words “I ask for your judgement” while discussing the content
of Zen philosophy. In the 10™ question, Enni revealed that he finally acquired true
understanding by the phrase “parting from thinking and things” in Qixinlun ®¥fZ3 : he
also states the 6™ Zen patriarch appeared to him during his meditation.

Enni submitted /BT to Master Shoun while the latter was staying at Honpoji 4%
5F in Kyoto. According to some records, Master Shoun was very surprised to read it
because Enni had captured well the essence of Zen teaching. Master Shoun in return gave
Enni his poems. Master Shoun’s Collected Poems by Master Shimei (CPMS) P45 % K fli$f
, contains six poems, organized into two groups of three under separate sub-headings.
The three poems in the first group under the sub-heading ‘Three Japanese monks visited
from Five-Mountain-Zen temples. I gave poems as asked about Buddhist teaching’were
probably written during his stay in Kyoto, because ‘asked about Buddhist teaching’refers
to IBT. Those three poems expound what self-awakening is and how it can be reached.
The three poems in the second group subtitled ‘Poems for Japanese teacher Enni’were
given to Enni either directly or possibly by his disciple a year after Master Shoun left
Japan. From these poems we get a clear understanding of Master Shoun’s personality;
humbleness, generosity and friendliness as a monk.

IBT is valuable not only as it reveals how much Enni, who converted from the
Nichiren school to Zen, was influenced by Zen, but also because it performed the
important role of improving the image of Japanese monks among Master Shoun and his
compatriots who had previously held negative feelings towards the Japanese as the result

of the recent wars.
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