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Summary
On the Concept of Essence #& in Guanding's i
T8 Daban Niepan jing xuan vi KAKTEEAE L3

Taisho Yamamoto

Guanding #T8 (561 - 632) was Zhiyi's 788 (538-597) leading disciple and
is known to have edited many of his master’s works including the Fahua
xuan yi FHEZF% and the Moke zhiguan FEFT 1. The tendency is to view
this as Guanding's major contribution, but we shouldn’t forget that he also
authored a few commentaries on the Mahayana Mahaparinirvanasitra {%
#EXE The main ones are the Daban Niepan jing xuan yi Nk IRIEFE L 3%, in
two scrolls %, and the Daban niepan jing shu RIEIEHALHT | in thirty-
three scrolls =1 =%. Previous research suggests that the Fahua xuan yi
also incorporates some of Guanding’s ideas as well as citations from Jizang's
FHe works. It is, therefore, legitimate to ask how much of the interpreta-
tions and doctrines set forth in the Niepan jing xuan yi represent
Guangding’'s own contribution.

The Niepan jing xuan yi adopts as its interpretative framework the
fivefold abstruse meaning’ 7LE %3, ie. name 44, essence #%, principle 7%,
function I, and teaching #X, a set of hermeneutical categories put forth by
Zhiyi in the Fahua xuan yi. The ‘name’ and ‘teaching’ sections have been
closely examined in earlier studies.

The present paper focuses on how Guanding treated the category of
‘essence’ in the Niepan jing xuan yi and investigates Guanding’'s under-
standing of the Mahayana Mahdaparinirvanasitra in relation to Zhiyi's

works.
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