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On the old kunten glossing method found in the Kosoden
(Memoirs of Eminent Monks): An example of Japanese renderings seen

in Chinese biographical materials

Naoki Nakano

The Kosoden (Memoirs of Eminent Monks) has received attention in the fields of
Buddhist studies, Chinese studies and philology, and research on this text has accumulated
accordingly. Scrolls from the Kosaden that feature added kunten (glosses) have been used
as linguistic material in Japanese historical linguistics.

The kunten found in some of the Kosoden scrolls are estimated to have been added in
the Insei period (1086-1185) or the early Kamakura period (1185-) based on postscripts
and the shapes of the kana used, as well as other features. However, a definite date has not
yet been offered with regard to the style in which the original Chinese text is rendered and
interpreted into Japanese in the scrolls. Other aspects about the Japanese rendering of the
text also remain unclear, such as the process of how this rendering came to be.

This study surveys scrolls from the Kosoden that feature added kunten, and
discusses the characteristics of how the text is rendered into Japanese. The results of this
survey indicate that readings of the Kosoden varied between different schools of thought.
In addition, the kunten were found to feature a mixture of contemporary-style renderings
together with renderings in a style that predates the time that they were written. Moreover,
it was noted that each school of thought rarely seemed to refer to the rendering styles of

any other schools, if at all.
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