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Summary

A Diplomatic Edition of the Zhu daban niepan
7ing Scrolls II, with An Introductory Study

Aoki Chialin

The Zhu daban niepan jing ¥ KA%IEHEHE is a commentary to the northern
text of the Mahavana Mahdparinirvanasitra K #t {8 #% % which was
translated by Dharmaksema #:#; (385-433) in 421 during the Northern
Liang dynasty Jti% Beiliang. This commentary was written by Wei Shen
2232, the governor official of the Daojiang prefecture #EyT.I5: of the Tang
Dynasty. According to record of the T6iki dento mokuroku FIS{ZLT H %,
the commentary had 30 fascicles %, though only six of them remain today,
1. e. scrolls II, VIII, X, XII, XIV, and XIX. Most of them are nationally
designated Important Cultural Properties in Japan.

Little is known about Wei Shen. The title of governor of Daojiang
prefecture offers a clue as to his identity. I suggest that Wei Shen lived in
the early eighth century. The Zhu daban niepan jing was written during
the era of Kaiyuan FiJC era (713-741), and transmitted to Japan during the
Tenpyo K era no later than 753.

In this article, I provide a diplomatic edition of the Zhu daban niepan jing
fascicle II comparing both the northern and southern versions in the Taisho
Tripitaka. Hopefully this work will also bring a contribution to the study of

the Mahayana Mahaparinirvanasitra RIEEARE.
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