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On the two textual transmissions of Xuanzang’s Translation of the Nyayamukha

Yasutaka Muroya
The Nyayamukha by Dignaga (BEAF Chenna, ca. 480-540 CE), the founder of Indian
Buddhist logico-epistemological school, was considered one of the most important texts
on logic, especially among Buddhist intellectuals in East Asia. Chinese Buddhist scholars
of the seventh-to eighth-century Tang dynasty intensively studied Chinese translations of
this concise yet difficult text, and also wrote commentaries on it, although most of these
have been lost. Two Chinese translations are known, the standard one by Xuanzang %%&
(602-664 CE), entitled Yinming zhengli men lun ben (RWIEFEFEEA, Taisho 1628), and
another by Yijing %% (635-713 CE), Yinming zhengli men lun (RWIIEFE5, Taisho
1629). Although these two versions stand extraordinarily close to each other, their
relationship has been understood by scholars in different ways. Some see Yijing’s version
to be “a product of borrowing Xuanzang’s translation,” while others consider his version
“a kind of commentary” on the Nyayamukha. To understand the relationship between
these two translations, the present paper offers a survey of the textual transmission of
Xuanzang’s translation and analyzes four significant cases in terms of variant readings and
quotations as found in fragments of Tang commentaries. This analysis has been based on a
collation of Japanese manuscripts kept at Kongoji Temple 4fil<F (Osaka) and Koshoji
Temple #1557 (Kyoto), a so-called Kasugaban % H it held in the Toyd Bunko Hi:3CE (a
woodblock print published at Kofukuji that is dated 1222 CE), as well as three block print
editions from the Second Goryeo, Fuzhou, and Qisha canons. A text-critical examination
of these ten witnesses together with Yijing’s version shows that there are two major textual
traditions, namely, the text as found in sources transmitted in the tradition of Chinese
woodblock editions, and the other as retained in Japanese sources. Dingbin €%, a Tang-
Chinese commentator, saw the first as Xuanzang’s “first translation” (chuangyi fl7#), and
the second to be his own revision. Quotations from the Nydyamukha indicate that the
second tradition was the one predominantly utilized in the Tang-China commentaries by
Xuanzang’s direct disciples and other scholars. The theory of a distinction between a first
and a revised version of Xuanzang is also corroborated by a comparison with parallel
passages found in Dignaga’s Pramanasamuccaya (%= Jiliang lun) ; here the revised
version better represents Dignaga’s intention than does the “first translation.” It will also
be demonstrated that Yijing’s version is based on this first version, albeit for unknown
reasons. As an appendix, the present paper offers a diplomatic edition of the Kasuga

version together with a list of 134 variant readings.
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