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The Shogozo Sutras and the Shoso-in Documents
Sugimoto Kazuki

The Shogozo BB represents an impressive collection of manuscripts of Buddhism texts
amounting to 5000 scrolls %&. The collection was originally housed in the monastic library
of the Sonsho-in ik at the Todai-ji A Temple in Nara. In 1893, it was presented as
a gift from the Todai-ji to the Japanese Imperial House, which has undergone its
conservation. ever since. The collection is currently cared by the office of the Shoso-in
Toreasure House 1E&FE, the Imperial Household Agency, and the Shogozo includes not
only Chinese sutras dating back to the Sui F& and Tang # dynasties but also numerous
Japanese ones copied during the Nara %3 period. This makes it one of the most valuable
material for the study of ancient Buddhism history in the East Asia.

The Shoso-in documents IEAFECHE, on the other hand, include various types of
manuscripts such as ledgers, records, etc. originating from and stored at the Todai-ji
scriptorium G#EHT. They represent a unique treasure trove of historical records which give
a glimpse into the ‘backstage’ of the manufacturing and copying process of the
manuscripts,

The bulk of the Shogozéo Nara manuscripts consists of two Chinese-language

Tripitaka collections: (1) the Tenpyo Era Year 12 Go-gankyo RV 4 #IHAE sutra (750
scrolls) (hereafter, Tenpya), and (2) the Jingo Keiun Era Year 2 Go-gankyo fHi# 75— 4F
fHBERE sutra (742 scrolls) (hereafter, Jingo).
The Tenpyo corpus was copied at the behest of Empress Komyo Y £ for her parents’
happiness in the world hereafter. The empress publicly vowed to sponsor the copying of
the collection on the first day of the fifth lunar month, hence the other name by which the
sutra is known, i.e. Gogatsu ichinichi kyo 1. H —H#%. The initial plan was to copy the 1076
texts (totaling 5048 scrolls) which are registered in the Kaiyuan Buddhist Catalogue Fl7t
M # k. The project was later expanded to include doctrinal works %, commentaries 5,
extracts 1%, etc. compiled and transmitted in Japan.

The Jingo sutra, on the other hand, is not closely connected to the era whose name it
bears. Only 4 scrolls, accompanied by Empress Shotoku’s #1#°K & prayer B3, date to
Jingo Keiun Era Year 2. Most of the other manuscripts were actually copied between years
5 and 7 of the Hoki E % era.

We know from the Shosd-in documents that during the Nara period far more
Buddhist manuscripts than the extant ones were produced. Apart from several sets of the
Tripitaka, a huge number of separate copies of major sutras like the Buddhavatamsakasiit-
ra ¥54%, the Saddharmapundarikasitra E3#+%, the Mahaprajiaparamitasiitra REEHFE,
etc. were written. This was a state project aimed at keeping the peace and safety of the
nation by means of the Buddhist teachings.

Turning our attention to the material culture, the Shoso-in also preserves many
objects and materials relating to the scriptorium activity possible. These include brushes,
ink, copyists’ work clothes, sleevelets, copying pads, provisional coverings for the
manuscripts, models for making the coverings, etc.

The scriptures and the miscellaneous records of the scriptorium are written on the
same kind of paper. We see examples of recycling the paper. Loose ends and scraps of the
paper from sutra copying were reused to write the scriptorium records. Furthermore,
regulations were in place to reuse the paper damaged in the process of copying the
scriptures for writing secular records. For instance, scraps discarded after the copying of
the Dasheng xuanlun X3 L5 manuscript (whose extant fragments I examine in detail)
were reused by a scriptorium clerk named Shibi-no-maro &2£75 & to write a record dated
to the third month of Year 18 of the Tenpyo era, i.e. 746. Compared with the current
content, featurs such as typographical errors can be confirmed. This also allows us to
elucidate the content.
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