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A Study of the Saint Petersburg ®230 manuscript
LI Naiqi

The Yigiejingyinyi —YI#E5 (Xuan Ying Z#) is the oldest Buddhist dictionary
that exists in China. In the Tang Dynasty, Xuanzang %%t brought many Buddhist
scriptures from India to China. In order to translate these Buddhist texts, a “translation
place #%” was set up in Chang'an &%, and intellectuals were selected from among the
monks, including Xuan Ying. Xuan Ying was conscious of the fact that there are many
difficult words in the Buddhist scriptures, and made the dictionary in parallel with the
translations. This dictionary was called Yigiejingyinyi, which has approximately 400,000
characters in a total of 25 volumes, taken from more than 500 Buddhist scriptures and
more than 10,000 entries.

By comparing the St. Petersburg ®230 manuscript with manuscripts preserved in

Japan, this paper examines the characteristics of the St. Petersburg ®230 manuscript.
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