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On the National Treasure Scripture of the
Jingang chang tuoluoni jing &M FEREIEAE
A Response to Fujimoto Ko’ichi’s Paper

Akao Eikei

This paper is a response to the views put forward by Dr FUIIMOTO K&’ichi #4%— in his
article ‘On the National Treasure Manuscript of the Jingang chang tuoluoni jing and kori’
EE FeRl%FefElests &322 T published in issue 3 of this journal, March 2018. For
this, I examine the following four points which allow us to infer the date of the scripture
copying.

1. Calligraphic style

The main text as well as the colophon of the scripture was written by the same hand. The
Chinese characters are written in large bold strokes betraying a style similar to stela
dedicated to Master Daoyin & X% iif# and engraved by famous calligrapher Ouyang Tong
BibmiE (?7-691) in year 3 of the Longshuo #Eif] era (663). The scripture was clearly
influenced by the same calligraphic style.

Another important clue is provided by the inscription on the copper plate known as
‘Hokke sesso-zu’ SHGEEEFAHE or ‘Senbutsu taho butto” T-# 2 #% (National Treasure
owned by Hase-dera Temple £4+57) believed to have been manufactured in year 2 of the
Monmu Tennd XIHKE era (698). Its writing style is extremely close to our scripture
which suggests that the latter must have been copied not long after the manufacturing of
the copper plate.

2. Colophon

A major hurdle in dating the scripture is the fact that the colophon only mentions the

sexagenary cycle sign of KN giving no details about the imperial era. The system

based on the sexagenary cycle is uniformly adopted in the wooden tablets excavated from

the Fujiwara Palace # /5= and dating before the enactment of the Taihdo Code AFH 4.

Furthermore, the inscriptions on metal and stone of the Asuka 5 period before the Keiun
= era adopt the same system.

My paper also examines the use of the character & for what will later be commonly
written as #F, which suggests that dating the colophon before the Taiho K% era is the most
plausible conclusion.

3. Dyed paper

At the end of the scripture near the scroll bar we find a spot where the paper is not dyed.
This seems to suggest that the dyeing was done after the individual folios were pasted
together. Notable examples containing undyed paper at the end of the scripture include the
Shengman yi ji B%3%5C (The British Library, Stein Collection, S. 2660), whose colophon
shows it was copied in year 1 of the Zhengshi IE45 era (504), and the fragments of Scroll 28
of the Dapin jing Kit#€ (brought by the Otani Expedltlon and currently housed at the
Kyoto National Museum), which is believed to have been written in the 6™ century.

4. The date on the verso and the postscript

The date ‘year 18 of the Tenpyo era’ K*F--1-/\4E written on the verso of the scripture paper
is most likely explained as a later addition (pre-modern or modern?) by someone who
concluded that FEA4F in the sexagenary cycle must refer to ‘year 18 of the Tenpyd era’.
The calligraphic style of this notation lacks strength and good proportion. Furthermore, the
Chinese characters look like being inscribed with a wooden brush or a brush with a bad tip
and the right-side downward slanting stroke of X gives the impression of an unnatural
manner of writing. It is hard to believe that this was written during the Tenpyo era.

Lastly, the scripture contains a postscript which mentions the name of Bodhisena: 1
PR VAR P # P4 IR A B2 7% . The Indian monk Bodhisena ##2&35, however, came
to Japan in year 8 of the Tenpyd era (736) not in year 18 as mentioned in the postscript. It
seems that the latter date was caused by a misunderstanding or some other reason.

*
There are no doubt exceptions of dates given only in the sexagenary cycle as well as the
use of the character & for kori. However, before concluding that in the case of this
scripture we also have to deal with exceptions it is necessary to take a broader view of the
entire picture, including codicological and bibliographical information. In conclusion,
there is no reason to suspect that M in the colophon refers to year 15 of Emperor
Tenmu’s era, i. e. 686.



ToQU
KEET” STEREEERNIN (110 1 <#m) EE QKN | MHEi M4

EREBNE) VEUO S DIV RS” B QUEITEe208"
ERECE N S IXENV O WAL ORI 250 1)) LR A o AN B s
A4 02 S K4980 °

BHE U S BFHORKEwimt e THERYBING) © ECEMPE
(HLY) BERERQUA O VERNVILN VRO HiH SRS
(Hk KV Z0) QREIUAS0 TREKRRE) B Sunth” Q%
NR{ROBRKECHECHOKIN+E&E (K11HK)" KEKMH+-HE (KL
)7 Ki+<E (PEK) € S KRREEEr @ 1) A L0

e IRRUBKERS ] FHERSENG) oK) (B HEK)
SOV LA QR ¢ AU RIS D1 59404 5 °

(#3) w+HEY

© HIE ($F) WL NP Rx—27 EF

R P K H

=l
Q@ KT | +PEREECHIL ORE S ek #R | BRD
B QR HEWEVHIE SO DPERS LR [HVIESHIlhu 4w 0
500 MEEROERER! I+ EROHHEVS O VRS )R-
BT HKIECHIL VS O v 30e° mBUR OV THERS I
My U Y UM UEREESVSR MNMENEERERNE

#2 | 204000 ) Ay I E Dy L e

MY (%) UEROWPHE 110 | KE+mUE O VvRE DL ESIIRO
U208 EREQIAWI 4 - HY AR X —-27 K SEN
B NEN R R =R 0 500 Wile TP 1] OPNhx——~
R VSOV IR THMKEEY 117 ks - S8 (ERK+ 18 #%
) CEFROmE MM SHE) KRRl (| RRRYE | @ RoREY) W
ADEDFIH AN VRO K QL U O 1V 500 RAUEIQ 200°
D405 07 1) QHIE Q FIH BAHIABREEN O RN 02 Q8" &
SO HP ERIMERGY Q R L 180 ) Q IR EE DO 1) A 5R4850°



| BRUHI S RER U O S VE 1 [HDERBECH R R K
RO IR QR HEWEHE S0 DER—EM B I - 1Y N k< —

LR RO - | PARR—L2— QLRI+ DECHILPVS O 1 5507 iR
HERCRRECOHEZBE L I+ & - 1 +EE - 1 [+RE - 11+HE - 1]
+EIE HURFESBRBREL - O ANt R —= 248 R0] [+

EOHIMPUS O 500° N WKES D KEFHEVEROSHSL OV
By 5 RVUBLQ <07

WY TR 2ITOYNMREVERKUS O (B BFK) VeER”
WEE LB QUL VUM O ERRBOS VRO ER | EY AN
SR QKA O 4210 L 4%e°

I U EERIIC - U480 ] 7 B UL 0
RETIPY) UBEKEUKSW S04 520 a8
NV QB AR 0 A 1) 50 BER O R Y B4

5
N HREBSREUROWVKRE S RESWWIEEOL°

LR RAROR1
QRO R

o

[ PRl RO

KRN - HHI V-2 UEH V" QR U BN GIT B ERH
SHIke~ O WL 2 EREOM VA ERE (o—KR 1) REwWwES" #u
SEENYE (KK URweN MERHNER | (B~ UEHE Vs B
QR U QHIH QERFIF- LA N VB EK RO QIEEQ VR[S L480° Ki
SHIH Y O S\ HERME ImKhER) (BXE ERE+RE) OF
w

&
s
g P
@:
&

EamET UE

AR &) ExE (1988 4,

1

1) SEWHI S RIE-R QO ST SHBREAICH & RGHET 4 HI QY
B QUL BRHNRERVEWEEN S0 -
REREQ N BEEYo-»R U RS
PR RIS IR Q PR VEE W REK DOEE" Rl L 0
WRIXUPY L0 BV OERRBOKEEFURRQ I WY I
A A0 Aer0° (B | | <

AR SR S0

1) A Y B Q AL © BREIWEX D VESQ R PR Q I R U R

| MR

O 55" SINESHEFURNIU)VE DORNEE | SEEE YR
SAIH AR R K Q TRRE ) SREHIKmNI+EE (KI1K) V3

AT PRI A A B R YU 200 1) AU 4800 °
A4 1) R E KR OITEX QW 5000 UK Q Ph 0 187 i Ko iR i
CHH NBRUMHEEN (+INHIL) | (Fon) QRFNXU-28HI O 5ne°

(2)



VORMEY MKy ) —8 - MU ERULN s VERQKEK
T E (KLKH) w2 BEXERKI [ (KRL) VIeRO R 5 r0—U4850
Hi TERMEEER] VIR OHIH-IEERER ¢ U8 Y
B U~ S VIR Q RUEEST Q00 SEXE U480 TEHERGERRSN] v
SoRRR FHORMRE (KRH) URKEIZRIH O {2k 480
MR WHGEHE e ] QEEBEUVQ0 VP EIERC MEIEHEHOR
FEHEUVCEEE (I-)) (Pemib#Eiy 1+ 11d0) & THENIT) U
SQIEHE 1) 18 BB ¢ AR 46000 W QR TR 17 K KT+
HF (KK RS XERKD & (KRL) ienOg” K30 Hnlhias

MROEE | MRS Q RKIRBRE UG LR TERMEREN | QiEX

FREN MMM EAREEFER IRS -

BREOTESREMEA LV EE (54 4, FIE)

[X] 2

AQEHE | BU BRI A 5 -0 QR8I e
A IPRE TS G R U A0 80 N A X AW IR W HI A QD 90 R " Ih
QB0 1 g s b R AN AU R0 5 B IR VU 50 & Q) S\t

NEE TRa PR
R G XAy

(&)

EXEREHER SRHEBIETEE fPEYEX
| BR4A" SHEGERSHNGG | B° EIHR dHE
H RER RIEMHE

(
EHRRUKOEOHTR SRHMIECKCRHES PHOX®EXKD
| ROKHORUF O WHEREHPY | Iawilolvis 0 s° FOHI
RawiEo b ie-HUEH D L URRO R R° RIEHE
(F=)
BHRRULVRECHR =RE S HIKEE K W H5 O IR g0
B PHQSHBEROA( VSNV IHE 2 QLBU O O ORVEE
NN | BwR OvadmON ) QHIMEU S O\ (DEO XS
XA ¢ WY QA D 1050 © — IR B U HIER O UEHoR U —R)
HUEHSDT O 5 UEHD SRoWER ol (Bo-2Q Wi atin)®

R 5 8 I

Al

)

R 111

=)

(3)



Ex $POHILHLLRER VG0 1) QREHI IR QKRR &~
MEXKRRE ) VSO LORBORS S AU LR DRI HOH
S L QTR L -0 o B A 1 248 h@ AU O @0 F-lip BT8R0 K T
Bl RV’

RIEHF L U B DHPHH Y SESUHIPGRELOS VLS g
LA R0 KT QBN U@ 1) A" 4900 5 B IK I Q IR IR - Heits v
BUOL2 QU8 0 27 DROBIERUEIRWER S r0 1) VAL
AL HRER B H-IX KR R | BB W48 O 2° IR HKES V-0 K
FEFEHIECHREREVE OKED” | BUHMKIRVS O 50
(Fik— b b8 M-I sl 840 - HEEy | KK =88 1101
o)
AJHE Q7 IR S [RIBHE L QIO U
DL ORIER I QO S v S VO K QKR e
WRUOWVY XEKIQH#EEEN UL SV WRSUETH- v
RN EIes N EERA e ) VK Q= (U 4800°
(BEKPREHEERERR H RIX HEKHMREHEERE | R
P11
AT TEE<SEMEERE ] /O [HERRE - D ERErEEEE (BES >

M) A O+ IPEWREO M 500

MO SEEWRKOO O #ih (RY) FLRRPPURKIEUK S
LSRHEHSHIR VS0 Kl (PO1]) LERweL TE8RE (K
22H) | MREE] 820 Q@R LK QI #5000 U500

=R ERIKE] B BRECKRELSE" #EFEERH L4040 1IN

el © The) YOS EHEKKOQEEQE LSS HIEZCFEFIER
OO PVE L KRLIEEXEQ i ve® LRENVEKMIRE (YO 1)
SKEEU~ O Ve R MHEH] UEQOR™ M) % MR oK
MRS 00 Q148:0° 1S THIMIRE) B KHOHIl © HEEHT L 8 no TR
o OREREE WY S0 REWRK O 200 Th) SERER KE-HMIb<&
(PLE) &EIKEIRE (PKY) U2sELI ORIV INEREe288" &
T TRl S H-N S QIR S0 ) AW IE U< R R KIMIBES
BEORKIRVIRN € RATEIER V48 e U0 °

MPENE ] VESORKRDE BV -»28s” PECKEWE O VOR
HORY Q- $ilE a8 00" NRUEBY [ REH ) SRHuB”
A DH 00 QA S 4950 -_ 07 BIHCITEE (#4) 941230
W00 MHERHIR HifeH HEHRE) Ve HOHEORE
U0 PHEONERD | ROKHREHUHH D" IR TR r0HE
SRR Ut LAV B0 Q A S I U B ) QREEUL~ O (v
RO LNIFT 0P8 U B e-H UM D SRR RURVOE L o

QORI 5o UHRE L L0
N HKLERO

%%@%HH%ﬁ®ﬁ<fﬂ%ﬁ%ioTw&w&:éﬁ%éo:huﬂ
S T UG OFKQUIEERQ VIO R0 450 U IXRIWE Q02 Qe
URKQI UMD QO O~ s Ravmsat-H e 409 UK IR QI QR U H OV

AQ 5 AJHEERT K O bV 58 S RERKIRALAVEO L

(4)



R EL Q UPHERWE LA O WHEKOWE L O S VA KT WAzl

WRE HKEUDBHKOBRE K O\ L4805 )08 5 Q0 age°
KRR O I 540 5 IR VIR0 BRI RV O W 7 KEEHIE X
NTTAXNNT N R SO EIRE (HOH) SHlbaE e 80 TEsig
TR1 (01 KKO" O) R48r0° - KLKER K IE VR HIKRE N ER
EUERHEW R MKIER) 0 |+ <80 (O 87 ER S HIl o iznl
R UPMORC | VR HOFEETRER2E i O L8510

RERIURY S0°

RO FHQIHEE UL KUEVRR ) VRITER0 Qb
550

N SHISEZCF SRRV
S B4 5 KRVEL Re°

<RUS 0OV EELEHQORY

SN NN S N

S K<) OHHIRS e SWERMK LIS BHE K2 ORS S

RN KRDBBLHHKELOL—% MRRE] & K<L ey’
W Qe BT D50 € AHese sV QMR QHHEE U B RENUVEIR G

KL PR QKB RE S WM S U VRN D7 T QIRKIERQ
NI ORRUSGERRE Q0 LB O R56° AW KEFEHE U HI& R

WAQUBMLRNS? B KEF+-<KEHUMIRRKUOOLT Bl
MK+ ERKERER) VHiIEBEOFEHGR S S B 480" e
AR 2 AL A HAN R °

oK IR Y O K- < R T E R < ENE | 50X T’
| AWK E 000 Q A0 R Are-0 Bl R B4 L2 4% O 4 4r416 ©
AU B () BESH ot KESHEE (P URKIFSK
JEERWCIFEWRQI NV ROR e N - ZHITEER 1)U V480
RS HITEOR S MK B DU Q T KL B IR B (D1
) ©HUPARROT WRWERE L OU20RT NI BLVIZZUEOCR
QERHER4Q O 2 Q 480k DA A K - S 5t Dan O U Q7

1) R HHIAEL Qv BERT VI 50
VSRSV

$i@&@%ﬁ%ﬁﬂL@%ﬁﬁaumﬁﬁmz&&ﬁ%%%éﬁéﬁ\
VO BERWEKEA 0 RAVOR BHIFHEE W TR L HERWEE OV KOS
AU L0’

R MEREERIEE QKN | THH FEERNSEN) ViEY
QS gl RKOEIY MKE-+<8) SHHiIREe=" Mkl oK
REVOEAHQRLUERER U0 KHQEHI LS e MEKER
) SRKERIHHEE (KL) U8V UEOER G S )0 QR
WRKE DL RV BERECEY QIXEIV ORI ORI 50y
U4 | 12 QKEHWER DO 5 ° (BB EP)

(5)



VO S Re-XE

PEEKD RN (| RFEE)

EIEmR ImEERHER 5y (1 RY | & HRiR)
HRESYIREREREIZTE NER)E Mmooy (BRI 14)
FHESNXIBREREREEEE HERIE MMEOCOEH SEXIE) (B
HE)

HREEHANIREREZELLEE M - IECHEEED HRHEYE E
=dn)

HriseUoBs e M S8vE ERHNER) (| R85 1)

HrRoog MK CHMI Rib (| RRVEFER RORESL)

FrRoimg FHHe M) Hib (| RRREHET” RORESR)
HREIRMmMEE TR0 A SN T N (EERE R LR — RS o X it © HES
—J (1OOHE¥" kEEHHERE)

HEHREWIROME THLBHEERHEEY (110 | K 88EE)

(6)



