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On the Jin’gang ding yujia zhong liiechu niansong jing in Six Scrolls

Tomabechi Sei’ichi

The Jin 'gang ding yujia zhong liiechu niansong jing WITHIR I - s H&EHFE in four scrolls
V4% translated by Vajrabodhi 4% is a ritual manual attached to the Sarvatathagatatatt-
vasamgraha & EMTEAL, It represents the earliest translation into Chinese of a text
belonging to the Jin’'gang ding jing MITEKE corpus. It was first introduced to Japan by
Kikai 2.

Apart from this, we also have a six-scroll version of the Jin 'gangding yujia zhong
liiechu niansong jing brought to Japan by En’nin [El1~, but it did not attain a wide
circulation. In recent years, a manuscript of the text has been discovered and later
published. This version is quite different from Vajrabodhi’s four-scroll translation. The
differences actually suggest that the text may have been translated from another source
rather than being an edited augmented version produced in China on the base of the four-
volume version.

The picture is complicated by the fact that a six-scroll version of the text belonging
to a different lineage was discovered at the To-ji #=F and Ishiyama-dera f11lI5¢. The
Ishiyama-dera manuscript appears to be a modified version which collates both the six-
scroll version and Vajrabodhi’s four-scroll translation.

Another textual witness is the Jingang ding jing yi jue ©MITHEFE, brought to
Japan by Kikai, a text which is considered an exegetical work dedicated to the
Jin’gangding yujia zhong liiechu niansong jing. Unfortunately, only the first scroll of this
text is extant, but judging from its citations from the miila-scripture, it appears to be a
commentary on the six-scroll version. However, rather than matching En’nin’s text it
corresponds to the Ishiyama-dera version. This suggests the possibility that the editorial
work done on the Ishiyama-dera version was carried out in parallel with the exegetical

efforts which resulted in the Jingang ding jing yi jue.
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