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On the Manuscript of Scroll VII of the Buddhavatamsaka-siitra Chinese Translation
in the Taisho University Library

Watanabe Mariko

From the mark stamped on Scroll VII of the Chinese translation (made by Siksananda %%
#EFE) of the Buddhavatamsaka-siitra, housed now in the Taisho University Library, it can
be seen that it was once in the possession of the K6zanji Temple illI5F. According to
Okuda Isao BLHI®, there are twelve manuscripts of the Buddhavatamsaka-siitra Chinese
translation in the Kozanji Temple Collection.

The Taisho University manuscript has a colophon reading: 1E4VU4E, 81X ‘year 4 of
the Shoan era [i. e. 1302], Chogen’, which suggests that it was copied at the Kozanji
Temple during the Kamakura period. The text seems to have been collated with various
versions in 1230 and 1302-1303. If we check the relevant part of the Kozanji kyozo tenseki
monjo mokuroku (Part Two) & 11SF#EEHLEE SCH H %55 ., we see that Scrolls IV to VII are
indeed missing from the current K6zanji collection. This further corroborates the fact that
the provenance of the Taisho University manuscript is the Kozanji Temple.

Let take a closer look at the relevant codicological data. The manuscript cover is
brown paper decorated with a golden grass pattern and strewn with gold foil. There is no
title on the cover page. The title is written on the inside: K7 IAALHE LS B =R = B
#i. Below the inner title page, we find written in black ink: H#% 20 folios’. The
manuscript, however, has only 11 folios, but this is because it has lost 9 folios (between
folio 4 and the current folio 5).

The size of the cover is 26. 6 cm in length and 21. 7 cm in width, the whole paper is
26.6 cm in length and 455.4 cm in width. The folios have suffered some paper and insect
damage, but the general condition is good. The manuscript appears to have been repaired
at least twice so far.

The colophon tells us that Chogen #1% collated the manuscript at the Kozanji
Temple on the fifth day of the third month of year 4 of the Shoan era (1302). It even adds
that day was cloudy, with occasional rain. The content of the colophon is consistent with
the format of the manuscript.

Some Chinese characters in the manuscript have noted the Japanese reading #&{%%
in katakana 14 in black ink while the punctuation is written in red ink. Occasionally we
also find supplementary notes. The number of characters per line is usually 17 characters,
but some lines contain 18 characters or even 20 characters.

If we compare the manuscript with the TaishoCanon KIE K text, we see that
some of the former’s readings match with the Korean Canon edition =i while others
with the Yuan Canon edition JChi. Furthermore, we find three variant readings not attested

in the Taisho Canon critical apparatus. All this calls for further research.
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