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Summary 

On the Block-printed Editions of the Huayan 
Jing in Eighty Scrolls Independently Published 

During the Northern Song Dynasty 
LIU Yuanyuan 

Since the Huayan Jing in Eighty Scrolls  was translated into 
Chinese, it has become widely revered in East Asian Buddhist circles as a 
fundamental scripture of the Huayan School . Among the surviving 
texts, there exist valuable independently block-printed editions from the 
Song dynasty formatted with 15 characters per line. 

This paper aims to introduce the bibliographic information of these 
surviving editions of the Huayan Jing in Eighty Scrolls from the Northern 
Song Dynasty, to examine the process by which the printing blocks of these 
editions were carved, and particularly to point out the importance of the 
edition held by the Taipei Palace Museum; certain characteristics of the 
format and the original text will also be analyzed.  Finally, the relationship 
between these editions and the Huayan Society in Jiang-nan 
region will be examined. 

The history of the Huayan Society in this region can be traced back 
to the Tang dynasty, when it was involved in the engraving, printing, and 
circulation of Buddhist scriptures, and its influence spread to the Song 
dynasty. As a result, during the Shaoxing period (1131-1162) of the 
Southern Song dynasty, the edition formatted in 15 characters per line 
published by Kezi and Zhihai  (both ca.10th century?) at 
Dazhong Xiangfu Temple's Tiangong Sutra Repository 

was adopted as the original text of Dafodingshou lengyan jing 
when the Sixizang  was printed in Huzhou . 
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Although it is unclear what is used as the original text for the Huayan Jing 
in Eighty Scrolls in Sixizang, it is clear that the format of 15 characters per 
line differs from that used standardly in Sixizang. 

 
Keywords: independently block-printed editions During the Northern Song 
Dynasty; Huayan Jing in Eighty Scrolls; the Huayan Society; the publishing 
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